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Shane Myburgh gets a frlendly greetlng from Sara, a boxer-mastlﬂ mlx, who is up for

adoption through K-9 Pals.

ALL FOR THE LOVE
OF THE ANIMALS

Wags ‘n’ Whiskers
Festival rallied
community around pets

By TYLER BLUE ;
NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT

Sunday was a day to celebrate all things
pet-related as hundreds turned out for the
inaugural Wags ‘n’ Whiskers Festival. A sur-
prise morning ramkgpt temperatures in the
low 70s, encouraging animal lovers to flock to
'I‘ucker’sGroveParh’I’héeventwasinitiatedby
a new non-profit organization called
C.AR.E4Pets which strives to promote pet
welfare and responsible ownership. Fourteen
different shelters and rescue groups were
represented from around the county. Between
them, closeto 100 dogs, cats and rabbits were on
site hoping to be adopted.

Volunteers walked around the area with
leashed dogs, some wearing vests indicating
they were available for adoption. They all
appeared well-behaved and there were no
caninealtercations. Cats lounged intheir cages
and the bunnies hopped around their pens.
. Some found homes before lunchtime. The
organization called C.AP.A. — Companion
Animal Placement Assistance — carried out at
least four adoptions in the first couple hours
including a dachshund and a poodle. The

organization, which supports the Lompoc

~ Animal Shelter, brought ten dogs and a few: -

bunnies, Like all the other groups in atten=-
dance, C.A.P.A. follows certain steps to ensuxp
a good match between the animal and pro-
spective owner. “We make sure we feel it’s a -
good connection. We talk to all the family -
members and check about other pets,”
explained volunteer Cheryl Belhasen.

Other organizations like Cold Noses, Warm -
Hearts in Goleta were taking applications but
not offering adoptions on the spot. “We like to
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